
 

 

MOUNT AGAMENTICUS PARK 
 

 

Property and Facilities Inventory 
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MOUNT AGAMENTICUS PARK 
 

Location:  21 Mount A Road. 

 

 

 

 

Property Name:  The name Mount Agamenticus Park is a result of designation in the 
Town’s Municipal Parks Ordinance, adopted by voters on November 2, 2021.  

 

Function:  This property is a designated municipal park, so established by voter 
adoption of the Municipal Parks Ordinance on November 2, 2021. That action by the 
voters represents the first time the Town of York, as a municipality, has established a 
park by its own actions. Other parks were acquired by or given to the Town as parks so 
the Town needed to take no action to designate them as such. Those included: Ellis 
Short Sands Park (from the York Beach Village Corporation); Sohier Park (from the 
York Beach Village Corporation); Moulton Park (from the York Harbor Village 
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Corporation); and Goodrich Park (from donor Mrs. Paterson). That a Town 
incorporated in 1641 had never created a park is surprising, and what more fitting place 
to begin than at Mount Agamenticus. This was one of six new municipal parks 
designated in 2021. 

That the property was only recently designated as a park doesn’t mean it was treated as 
anything else. The Town’s original acquisition was intended to keep this and other 
properties out of the hands of a developer from Oklahoma, who had intentions of 
developing a couple thousand condominiums. Votes in 1975 in York and South Berwick 
showed public support to stop the developer and conserve the lands. In 1980 the Town 
of York voted to acquire the property. It was widely believed the property has been a 
park since property acquisition. The original access easement (copy included herein) 
granted to the Town from the York Water District, which stated in part, “AND 
WHEREAS the Town is in the process of building upon its said lands a public park and 
recreation area for both summer and winter recreational purposes…” Additionally, 
there was a Parks Commission in the Town of York at the time of acquisition, and it was 
considering plans for use of this property as a park or wilderness and habitat reserve. 

 

Property Acquisition:  The property and access to it, as currently configured, were 
acquired in stages. 

1. The Town of York acquired the original parcel on April 25, 1980.  The parcel was 
purchased from the York Corner Holding Company, which had acquired the 
various parcels through both purchase and a foreclosure sale.  At the Town 
Meeting on March 1, 1980, voters authorized the Town to borrow $200,000 to 
acquire all the properties of the York Corner Holding Company (see Article 14). 

It should be noted there is a triangular inholding on the summit of the mountain, 
owned by Central Maine Power Company. There is a communications tower on 
this lot. This parcel was originally an area leased from Agamenticus Mountain 
Corporation, Inc., in 1969 (see Book 1854/Pages 620-625). It was subsequently 
purchased from American Agamenticus Resorts, Inc., in 1975 (see Book 
2092/Pages 555-557). Copies of both deeds are included herein. 

There is also an easement on this lot to the benefit of Guy Gannett Broadcasting, 
Co., Inc.. This easement was secured from American Agamenticus Resorts, Inc., 
in 1975. There was, until recently, a small cinder block building under the fire 
tower that was utilized for this easement, as well as equipment hung on the fire 
tower. Equipment on the fire tower and the cinder block building have all now 
been removed. The photo of the fire tower in this report shows both the building 
and dish antennas relating to this easement. 
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2. Town of York acquired the equipment of the ski area for $1 and other valuable 
considerations. This purchase included: “All of the personal property owned by 
the Seller on Mount Agamenticus, so-called, in said Town of York, and including 
all ski lift equipment, furnishings, fixtures, plumbing, electrical and heating 
systems, appliances, light and other fixtures, and all items of personal property 
contained on said premises and in the buildings on said premises” (Bill of Sale 
dated April 25, 1980 – copy attached hereto). 

3. The Town of York has a temporary easement for road and utility access to the 
Town’s land on the summit, and for construction of a parking lot at the base of 
the mountain. There was an initial easement, which was replaced by the current 
easement. Both are generally described here, and copies are included herein. 

A) Initial Easement.  The easement was granted on May 12, 1980 and ran for 50 
years, and was to expire in May 2030.  The easement provided to the Town 
three things: 

1) Mount A Road.  The easement established the right to build, repair, 
maintain and use the road to its property at the summit of Mount 
Agamenticus.  It appears the easement was intended to allow for use of 
the then-existing road, along with a corridor of 3 rods in width, allowing 
for additional width (up to 4 rods) as needed to properly manage drainage 
and such considerations. 

2) Utilities.  The easement established the right to use and maintain the 
“power line” which provides electric service from Mountain Road to the 
summit.  It appears the easement was intended to allow for the then-
existing power and telephone lines serving the summit properties, 
including the fire tower.  There was a right of access under the power line 
along a corridor of 20’ in width, and vegetation management is permitted 
within 20’ on either side of the line itself. 

3) Parking Lot.  The easement established a lot of approximately 2½ acres in 
size, located immediately northeast of the intersection of Mountain and 
Mount A roads, for future construction of a parking lot for public use.  
Whereas the road and utility provisions addressed existing matters, this 
aspect of the easement was an accommodation for future construction. At 
the time this lease was superseded (January 2021), the parking lot had not 
been constructed. 

There is no indication the voters authorized acceptance of this easement 
during the May 1980 Town Meeting.  The Board of Selectmen signed the 
agreement with the York Water District, presumably at their meeting on May 
12, 1980, but meeting minutes from this period have, as yet, shed no light on 
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their authority to enter into this agreement, their discussions, and their 
decision. 

B. Current Easement. This easement was granted on January 21, 2021, and it 
replaces the 1980 lease. This new agreement is similar in some regards to the 
original lease in that it addresses the access road, utilities and parking. It is 
more assertive in requiring construction of parking lots and public toilets by 
January 2024. Funding for these improvements has been approved, but 
construction has not as yet been started (as of July 2022). A contract should be 
awarded in the near future. Funds are primarily from a taxable bond and are 
supplemented with ARPA (federal covid) funds. The taxable bond was 
critical because the improvements are on land not owned by the Town and a 
taxable bond allows the Town to greatly reduce any opportunities for bond 
compliance problems. 

4. As a point of clarification, the fire tower on the summit of Mount Agamenticus 
belongs to the Town.  Presumably it was acquired at some point in time from the 
State of Maine. Ownership may have passed from the State to the York Corner 
Holding Company before coming into the Town’s possession, but this is just 
speculation. On November 9, 1981, about a year after the Town purchased the 
properties on the summit, the State leased the fire tower from the Town for a 
period of 5 years.  A 5-year extension to the lease was executed in 1986. Both 
lease documents are included herein. This second lease expired in 1991 and there 
is no record of any further lease extension after this time. This makes sense 
because the State apparently closed its network of fire lookout towers in July 
1991 (per 350 Years as York, p.249). This is clearly part of the Town’s property. 
The York Village Fire Department provided some staffing of the tower after the 
State stopped using the tower. 

Over time the tower’s condition deteriorated. It was evaluated and determined 
to be in poor condition and unsafe, and as such the tower has been partially 
dismantled. In February 2019 the Selectboard authorized an expenditure to pay 
for removal of antennas, mounts and cables from the tower. In April 2019 the 
Selectboard authorized an additional expenditure to pay for removal of the cab 
and the top 10’ of the tower structure. While there was (and probably continues 
to be) interest from the York Village Fire Department to reconstruct the cabin and 
to resume fire watches, the Selectboard decided to proceed with removal of the 
cabin. Eventually the entire structure should be removed because it is an 
attractive nuisance. 

In 1988 the State of Maine entered into a lease agreement with WGME to mount 
broadcast equipment on the tower. This is likely some of the equipment removed 
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in 2019. The lease was recorded at the York County Registry of Deeds (Book 
4593/Pages 170 – 173). 

There is currently a lease with the Southern Maine Fire Notifications, a non-
profit organization that monitors emergency services radio traffic, to have 
equipment mounted on the remaining tower structure. This document is dated 
July 10, 2020. 

 

 

Deed References: 

• Book 2651, Pages 112 – 117 (1980 deed) 
• Book 2093, Pages 416 – 418 (1975 easement to Guy Gannett Broadcasting) 
• Book 2651, Pages 118 – 123 (1980 access easement – now superseded) 
• Book 18540, Pages 668 – 680 (2021 access easement) 
• Book 3851, Pages 218 – 221 (1986 fire tower lease – now expired) 
• Book 4593, Pages 170 – 173 (WGME lease on the tower – now expired) 

 

Deed Restrictions:  There are no restrictions are listed on the deed to the parcels 
acquired on the summit of Mount Agamenticus.  Regarding the easement from the York 
Water District, there are several unique provisions worth noting.  First, costs for 
construction, operations and maintenance all fall to the Town as the holder of the 
easement.  Second, the Town is granted the right to physically limit public use of the 
road and parking area, to charge for use of these, and to retain the proceeds of any use 
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charges.  Third, all design and construction must prevent pollution of Chases Pond and 
the water supply generally. 

 

Survey and Monumentation:  The Town acquired the property in 1980, and in the early 
1990s hired Titcomb Survey to prepare a boundary survey. A draft boundary plan was 
prepared, but it was not finalized. There was a report with instructions for the Town to 
clarify some of the unknown boundaries with abutters, but apparently the Town did 
not follow up in a timely manner. At the time of writing (July 2022) there is still not a 
complete, certified boundary survey for the Town-owned parcel. 

Voters approved a request for up to $25,000 to finalize the boundary survey in the FY21 
budget (July 14, 2020 Budget Referendum – see Article 19). Funds to be utilized are 
from the Municipal Land and Building Fund. At the time of writing (July 2022) 
continuing work by Titcomb Survey is under way. The primary areas of uncertainty 
about the boundaries are in the southeastern reaches of the Town property. It is likely 
that a complete certified boundary survey of the property will be completed in the 
foreseeable future. Two portions of the boundary have been certified by the surveyor to 
date and copies of these are included herein.  

 

Regulation and Management:  Other than conventional land use regulations, there are 
currently (as of July 2022) no ordinances or regulations limiting use and operation of 
this property.  There have been summit guidelines in place for many years, established 
by a regional steering committee, but these guidelines have no legal standing. 

With enactment of the Town’s new Municipal Parks Ordinance there is now a 
framework and authority for the Selectboard to enact park regulations. 

 

Other Information: 

• There is a chronology of events prepared sometime about 2018, on York Water 
District letterhead (copy provided herein). 

• The summit was occupied by the United States Army during World War Two. 
There was a radar installation on the summit, and the Town foundation is 
located beneath the round viewing platform on the summit, adjacent to the ski 
lodge. The road to the summit was constructed by the Army, and a plan dated 
1941 is included herein. 

• The Big A Ski Area operated on the mountain. It was constructed in 1965 and 
operated from 1966 through 1974 or 1975. 



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – Mount Agamenticus Park 
July 28, 2022 Page 7 
 

• There is a memorial for David N. Hilton, who is associated with Mount A 
through both the fire tower and skiing. The history of this memorial should be 
further researched and documented. 

• At one time the Town maintained a horse stable just to the west of the summit, 
where the barn currently exists. Trail rides were available utilizing some of the 
trails on and around the mountain. This use was discontinued sometime around 
the year 2000. 

• The Town has executed various leases for a variety of towers and antennas on 
the summit of Mount Agamenticus. The following are still active leases: 

o County Communications 
o Pinnacle Towers (Crown Castle) 
o US Coast Guard Auxiliary (in the summit lodge) 
o See also: Southern Maine Fire Notifications (on the fire tower) 
o  

• There is extensive documentation about Mount Agamenticus and its value to the 
community and region. Much of this was compiled early on as the Town sought 
funding from the Land for Maine’s Future program. However, this property has 
continued to be a focal point for both conservation and recreation in the Town 
and region, and much research has been done here. This area, as part of a large 
block of unfragmented habitat, is important on a global scale. The Nature 
Conservancy identified the Agamenticus region as one of the 100 most 
significant habitat areas on the planet. This place really is important. 
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Bond-Related Restrictions Yes. The parking lots and 
restrooms were funded 
with a taxable bond, and 
there may still be an active 
bond for the construction 
of the universal trail.  

Land & Water Conservation Fund 
Restrictions 

Not applicable 

National Historic District No 
Local Historic District, Landmark or Site No 
In the Urbanized Area No 
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Deed from York Corner Holding Company 

April 25, 1980 
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CMP Inholding – 1969 Lease 
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CMP Inholding – 1975 Deed 
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Fire Tower Lease to State of Maine 

1981 
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Addendum to the 1981 Fire Tower Lease 

1982 
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Fire Tower Lease to State of Maine 

1986 
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Current 

York Water District Lease to Town of York 

January 21, 2021 
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Original (Now Superseded) 

York Water District Lease to Town of York 

May 12, 1980 
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Bill of Sale for Personal Property of York Corner Holding Company 

April 25, 1980 
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United States Army 

Plan for the Road to the Summit 

1941 
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Two Sheets - Partial Surveys 

2022 
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Chronology of Events Relating to Mount A 
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