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Property and Facilities Inventory 
This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

Location.  15 Long Sands Road.  

 

 
 

Town Interest.  The York Public Library Association, Inc., is a non-profit corporation 
which owns and operates the public library. The Corporation is independent of the 
Town, though there is a close relationship and there are written agreements between 
the two organizations. 

It appears the Association was created in 1922 when people wanted to construct the 
Town’s first library building. The corporation was formed to facilitate that process, and 
the Town did help pay for that first library building but apparently had no ownership 
interest in it. 

York eventually outgrew the capacity of the original library building, located at 172 
York Street. The new building, located at 15 Long Sands Road, was built and opened in 
2001.  

 

Deed References. 

• Book 10761, Pages 88-90 (property reversion agreement, June 2001) 
• Book 11211, Pages 50-52 (drainage easement, May 2001) 
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Other Information: 

• At the time the new library building was constructed, the matter of financial 
participation by the Town in that construction project was controversial. There is 
extensive documentation about if and how the funds were to be released to the 
York Public Library Association. It seems unnecessary to capture all that 
information in this document as it is only of historical interest at this point, but 
there is some lingering angst to this day about the relationship. One upshot of 
this concern, however, is a recorded reversion agreement about the property in 
the event the York Public Library Association ever voluntarily or involuntarily 
were to dissolve or risk losing the property and building. The Town would be 
the recipient of the property in such circumstances (copy of recorded agreement 
included herein). 
 

• The Town funds a significant portion of the York Public Library’s operating 
budget. Recently, it has funded about 2/3rds of the operating budget though the 
actual amount varies by year. There is traditionally a single warrant article 
decided by the voters at the Budget Referendum each May. It is important to 
note that the Library has special status in the Town of York Home Rule Charter – 
it is treated like a municipal department rather than an outside agency (see 
specifically Article II, Section 14.C). In practical terms, this means that the annual 
budget request, if rejected by voters, reverts to the prior year’s budget allocation. 
A rejected vote for an outside agency would mean no funding at all. This Charter 
provision was an amendment dating to November 4, 1997. 
 

• The first reference to historical funding by the Town of a public library function 
is found in the 1916 Town Report. It appears to have been an annual 
appropriation ever since. 
 

• This property has a history of use as off-street public parking for York Village 
that pre-dates the Library at this location. In the Purchase and Sale (P&S) 
Agreement between the Vieles and the York Public Library Association, the 
conveyance was made subject to an existing parking lease between Nancy Viele 
and the York Village Parking Association (copy included herein). That lease is 
part of the P&S Agreement, and it provides the address of the York Village 
Parking Association, Inc., as P.O. Box 9, York, Maine. That was the Town’s 
mailing address, which is interesting. Regardless, it appears there was a mutual 
understanding that public parking was part of the intention of the development 
of the Library site. It’s not clear what happened to the York Village Parking 
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Association. It is not currently listed (as of July 5, 2022) on the IRS listing of non-
profit entities in York, York Harbor, York Beach or Cape Neddick, Maine. It 
likely went away when the public parking provisions were negotiated in the 
agreement between the Town and Library. Further research would be 
interesting. 
 
It should also be noted that the number of spaces dedicated exclusively to the 
Library versus the general public changed, from 40 library/64 public originally to 
32 library/70 public in the 2014 MOU. The reason for this change is unclear at this 
time, but it indicates that the numbers are subject to negotiation. 
 

• There is a 10-year renewable Memorandum of Understanding (MOU, copy 
included herein) which spells out the functional working relationship of the 
Library and the Town relating to the property and facilities. The intention is to 
have a high degree of cooperating and coordination to benefit the community. 
This agreement will need to be renewed by August 2024. 
 
This agreement spells out the day-to-day responsibilities relating to meeting 
rooms, parking, snow removal, landscaping and pond maintenance. 
 

o For the most part, this agreement involves operational expenses of the 
Parks & Recreation Department and the Department of Public Works. 
 

o To date the Town has not enacted any rules or regulations about parking, 
though this is called for in the MOU. The mechanism for the Selectboard 
to do this is through the Traffic Safety Ordinance. 

 
o The division of parking lot maintenance costs between the Library (31%) 

and Town (69%) means there could be capital improvements that are to be 
reflected in the Town’s 5-year capital program. If such improvements 
need to be financed, this should likely be accomplished with taxable (as 
opposed to tax exempt) bonds because this relates to infrastructure on 
property owned by an outside entity – a circumstance known as private 
business use. At the very least, the Town’s bond counsel should be 
consulted. 

 
o Snow storage between Long Sands Road and the pond, though referenced 

in Section 5 of the MOU, may be an issue moving forward. This area is a 
snow dump for the Village, not just for snow removed from the Library 
parking lot. It is questionable whether continuation of this snow dump is 
consistent with a conservation easement held by the York Land Trust. 
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Research into the history of this use and of the easement is required to 
know for certain. 

 
o Pond maintenance, addressed in Section 9 of the MOU, is of vital 

importance because much of the Village drains to this pond. To the extent 
the pond is receiving sediment and pollutants, such impacts must be 
mitigated to maintain proper function and health of the pond. This 
matters for the Library as well because the pond surface is not far below 
the first floor elevation. 

 
 

Bond-Related Restrictions No longer applicable  
Land & Water Conservation Fund 
Restrictions 

Not applicable 

National Historic District Yes – York National 
Historic District 

Local Historic District, Landmark or Site Yes – Village Center Local 
Historic District 

In the Urbanized Area Yes 
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Agreement between 

Town of York 

And 

York Public Library Association 

 

February 23, 2000 
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Drainage Easement Deed 

 

March 1, 2001 
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Recorded Property Agreement 

 

June 11, 2001 
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Town of York – York Public Library 

Memorandum of Understanding 

 

August 11, 2014 
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Ballot Question to Help Fund Library Construction 

Article 35 

May 2000 Budget Referendum 
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York Village Parking Association 

Lease of Viele Property 

 

June 29, 1995 
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