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This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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OLD GAOL 
 

Location:  193 York Street in York Village. 

 

 

 

History: “The Old York Gaol in York Village, York Maine is one of the oldest surviving 
public buildings in the United States. It was constructed initially shortly after 1719, and 
was the third recorded jail in the town” (quoted from the 1980 Easement Deed – 
Historic Place – copy included in this document). The building has long been and 
continues to be managed as part of the museums run by Old York Historical Society. 
There are ample sources of information about this important historic building and site 
so no more is offered here. 

 

Deed References: 

• Book 18,594, Pages 388-393 (2021 quitclaim deed from First Parish Church) 

• Book 3,580, Pages 342-348 (1985 lease to OYHS for 25 years) 

• Book 2,789, Pages 154-160 (1980 historic easement to State of Maine for 30 years) 

• Book 2,379, Page 31 et seq (1977 lease to the Old York Historical and 
Improvement Society for 99 years, but terminated in 1984 because of the merger 
of that entity with two others to form the Old York Historical Society) 

• Book 1,278, Pages 348-350 (1954 lease to the Old York Historical and 
Improvement Society for 25 years) 
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Deed Restrictions:  None. 

There was an historic preservation easement granted to the State of Maine in 1980, but it 
had only a 30-year duration and has since expired. This was authorized by Article 43 at 
the March 7, 1981 Annual Town Meeting. 

 

Survey and Monumentation: This property was surveyed in 2020 by Sebago Technics. 
The survey is depicted on a plan set entitled, “Boundary Survey of: Town/First Parish 
Lot Split, York Street and Lindsay Road, York, ME,” Sheet 2 of 4, most recently revised 
on December 2, 2020, and certified by Jacob Bartlett, Maine Professional Land Surveyor 
#2513. Monuments shown on the plan were installed, and were still present as of May 
4, 2021. 

 

Relationship to Bond Funds:  The Town did obtain tax-exempt bond funds to provide 
for renovations at the Old Gaol. Reference Article 59 of the Budget Referendum of May 
18, 2019. This Article was approved, authorizing $35,000 for “preservation and 
renovation of the Old Gaol.” The Statement of Fact read: 

This Article provides for maintenance of and enhancements to the Old 
Gaol. This facility is Town-owned and is a National Historic Landmark, 
and all work must conform to Historic District requirements. Work will 
include updating electric fixtures, exterior painting, new heat system, 
window restoration, foundation re-pointing, siding and wood repair, and 
tree trimming and removal. 

This work has not yet been undertaken as of May 4, 2021. The final bond payment is 
scheduled for August 1, 2027. 

 

Land Use Permits & Approvals:  No research undertaken with regard to these matters. 

 

Other Information:   

• MS4 Area. The property is located within the census-designated urbanized area 
and is therefore potentially subject to Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) requirements of the Clean Water Act. 

• Village Center Local Historic District. This is a contributing structure and site in 
this District. 
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• York National Historic District. This is a contributing structure and site in this 
District. 

• Registered National Historic Landmark (#68000016). This property is one of two 
National Historic Landmarks in York, the other being the Cape Neddick Light 
Station. This means the property is of the highest significance among the entire 
field of the nation’s historic resources.  

• Museum Leases. For many years, the Town has leased the building for use as a 
museum. At the time of writing (September 2021) the lease is expired. It expired 
in 2010 and the Town and OYHS are about to begin the negotiation process for a 
new lease. Past leases were executed in 1985, 1977, 1953 and 1927. There may 
have been earlier leases as well. However, the pattern of leasing as a museum is 
long established. 

  



  
 

Town of York, Maine - Property & Facility Inventory – Old Gaol 
September 29, 2021 Page 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Deed 

 

Quitclaim from First Parish Church – 2021 

(See specifically Parcel Two – Old Gaol, on page 4 of 6) 
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Property Survey 
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1980 Historic Easement to State of Maine 

 

(NOTE: term of easement expired in 2010) 
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