
 

 

LAKE CAROLYN 
 

 

Property and Facilities Inventory 
This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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LAKE CAROLYN 
 

Location.  90 East Lake Circuit. The Town owns the Lake and most of the shore 
frontage. Also included in this write-up is information about the nearby Town-owned 
properties at 242 and 260 Shore Road. The property at 242 Shore Road abuts the Lake 
Carolyn property. The property at 260 Shore Road does not directly abut the Lake 
Carolyn property, but is separated only by a parcel owned by the York Land Trust. 
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Function.  The Town is not currently using the Lake Carolyn property for any specific 
purpose. There is a small pull-off on Shore Road by the dam, which facilities occasional 
visits by the public. The lot at 242 Shore Road may be buildable. The lot at 260 Shore 
Road is swampy and vegetated. By default, these properties serve as open space for the 
neighborhood.  

 

Property Acquisition.  There were three acquisitions: 

• Lake Carolyn. The Town voted to purchase the land at Lake Carolyn at the Budget 
Referendum on May 22, 2010 (see Article 50). The deed was executed on 
November 9, 2010. The bond for purchasing this property was paid off in 2015.  

• 242 Shore Road. The Town acquired this parcel by property tax foreclosure on 
June 15, 2010. 

• 260 Shore Road. The Town voted to accept the donation of land from Sally Feeley 
and Milton Peterson at a Special General Referendum on May 18, 2019 (see 
Article 8). The deed was executed on June 19, 2019. 

 

Deed References. 

• Book 16039, Pages 518-520 (Lake Carolyn) 
• Book 15879, Page 716 (242 Shore Road – Tax Lien Certificate) 
• Book 18016, Pages 807-808 (260 Shore Road) 
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Deed Restrictions.  There are no deed restrictions expressed on either deed. Research on 
prior deeds has not been conducted. 

 

Survey and Monumentation.  At the time of writing (July 2021), no survey of these 
properties has been located. The status of any survey monuments is unknown. 

 

Other Information: 

• The Town amended the Firearms Safety Ordinance in November 2013 to prohibit 
by ordinance the discharge of firearms on Lake Carolyn and Phillips Pond. 

• Improvement of Lake Carolyn dam was approved by the voters at the May 29, 
2009 Budget Referendum (see Article 46). The Statement of Fact associated with 
dam repair started with, “The Town owns Lake Carolyn…” yet the deed by 
which the Town acquired Lake Carolyn is dated November 9, 2010 – a year and a 
half later. At some point prior, the Town had foreclosed on the Lake Carolyn 
property for failure to pay property taxes. The property foreclosure was nullified 
in court because the Town had incorrectly notified the pair of owners, so the 
property remained in private ownership. Faced with the expense of repairing the 
dam, the owners agreed to sell the property to the Town. Voters approved the 
purchase in May 2010, and the bond for dam repairs was issued in July 2010.  

• The Town owns three properties in very close proximity, and the York Land 
Trust owns two others. There could be an opportunity for unified planning and 
management of all these properties, and this should be investigated at some 
point. 

 

Bond-Related Restrictions The bond for dam repairs 
was a 20-year note issued 
on July 29, 2010. It is 
scheduled to be paid off 
on July 1, 2030. A 
refunding (refinancing) is 
anticipated in 2021.  

Land & Water Conservation Fund 
Restrictions 

Not applicable 

National Historic District Not applicable 
Local Historic District, Landmark or Site Not applicable 
In the Urbanized Area Not as of June 30, 2021 
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Property Deed 

Lake Carolyn 
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Ballot Question 

Lake Carolyn 
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Property Tax Lien Certificate 

242 Shore Road 
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Property Deed 

260 Shore Road 
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Ballot Question 

260 Shore Road 
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