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Property and Facilities Inventory 
This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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LONG SANDS BATHHOUSE 
 

Location:  178 Long Beach Ave. 

 

 

 

Facility: The Long Sands Bathhouse is located on this property. This is the only public 
bathroom facility along Long Sands Beach. The current building is a single-story 
building. There is one exterior year-round public bathroom. On the inside are the 
women’s bathroom, men’s bathroom, first aid room, lifeguard storage, and a utility 
room. There was a ribbon-cutting ceremony on July 9, 2018. 

 

Town Acquisition: The property, as currently configured, was acquired in two distinct 
stages.  

1. The Town of York acquired the original parcel upon termination of the York 
Beach Village Corporation.  In Section 2 of the legislation that repealed the 
Village Corporation (L.D. 1809), it is established that ownership of all property of 
the Village Corporation was transferred to the Town as of October 15, 1977. 

The York Beach Village Corporation purchased this property from Roger R. and 
Paul M. Norton for $100 on May 31, 1957.  The Nortons retained a right to utilize 
the ramp to access Long Sands Beach from Route 1-A.  This acquisition was 
authorized by a vote of the Village Corporation on March 19, 1957.  This vote 
authorized the Corporation Board of Assessors to find and purchase land 
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suitable, “for the purpose of making and maintaining rest room facilities,” at 
Long Sands Beach.  Total costs was not to exceed $9,000. 

2. The Town of York acquired additional land, which was added to the original 
parcel, when it purchased 5,008.8 square feet of land from the estate of Roger R. 
Norton, Jr. on June 2, 2016, for $5,008.80.  Voters authorized this purchase at the 
General Referendum on November 3, 2015 (see Article 15).  This newly acquired 
land was added to the existing lot with the intention of accommodating 
construction of the new Long Beach Bathhouse.  The new bathhouse, now 
constructed and in use, is located on the landward side of the original bathhouse, 
and the road was moved to accommodate this change.  The concrete deck on the 
ocean side of the bathhouse is the remainder of the old bathhouse. 

 

Deed References: 

• Book 1872, Pages 395 – 396 (the 1957 deed) 
• Book 17246, Pages 954-955 (the 2016 deed, with accompanying plot plan) 

 

Deed Restrictions:  There are no restrictions listed on either deed, except that the 
Nortons retained the right to use the ramp for access onto Long Sands Beach. 

 

Survey and Monumentation: It is unclear what surveys and monuments exist for this 
property. There is a detailed plot plan attached to the 2016 deed, but this is not a survey. 

 

Relationship to Bond Funds:  The more recently acquired property and the bathhouse 
building were funded in large part with bond funds. In the bond issued in November 
2013, $687,000 was obtained for this project. This was tax-exempt financing. The final 
payment scheduled for this project is November 2034. 

 

Land Use Permits & Approvals:  Building, plumbing and dune permits were obtaining 
in 2017 for the current facility. 
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Other Information:   

• MS4 Area. The property is located within the census-designated urbanized area 
and is therefore potentially subject to Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) requirements of the Clean Water Act. 

• Permitting Complexity. Early on, as the bathhouse replacement project was being 
considered, the Parks & Recreation Director requested an evaluation of the 
permits and approvals needed to replace and expand the bathhouse. The 
Community Development Director prepared an evaluation based on information 
then in hand. A copy of this review is attached for future reference. Additional 
complexities presented themselves in terms of the State’s dune regulations and 
ownership of the Route 1A right-of-way: 

o Regarding the dune rules, these rules were changed by direction of 
Governor LePage in a manner that permitted the building to be expanded 
landward. Had this not happened, the State likely would not have been 
able to approve the expansion of the building. 

o Regarding land ownership, the Town had assumed the State owned the 
right-of-way under Route 1A, and that it would be able to acquire the land 
just inland from the building if the State road was moved west. In fact, the 
ROW had never taken by the State, so the Town was obligated to 
negotiate with the Norton  estate to acquire land uncovered when the 
road was moved inland. The second deed was the product of this 
negotiation. 

• Project Budget. As originally envisioned, the Parks & Recreation Director 
approached the Budget Committee to seek two authorizations for the bathhouse 
replacement project. In the first year, the Director requested funds for project 
design. This would inform the community about the likely cost of the project. 
Funding in a subsequent year would pay for project construction. The Budget 
Committee rejected this approach and requested a single voter action for design 
and construction. To obtain an estimated project cost, the Town approached the 
engineering firm which had very recently designed and permitted construction 
of the then-new bathhouse at Ellis Short Sands Park. The budget was thus set 
with best available information, and voter authorization to spend $687,000 was 
granted on May 18, 2013 (see Article 42). Construction was delayed a year 
because of the property issue detailed above, and in the end the project cost 
exceeded the amount of bond funds available. The voters were asked to 
supplement the budget by $216,000 with funds available in the Municipal 
Building and Land Fund account. Voters approved this additional expenditure 
on November 7, 2017 at a Special Budget Referendum (see Article One). 

• Sea Wall. None of the sea wall matters are included in this write-up.  
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Property Deed 

 

Acquisition by York Beach Village Corporation - 1957 
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Town deed 

 

Acquisition by Town of York - 2016 
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State Law That Terminated the York Beach Village Corporation 
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Scope of Permitting Jurisdiction 

For 

Bathhouse Replacement/Expansion 
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