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CENTER FOR ACTIVE LIVING 
 

Location:  36 Main Street. 

 

 

 

Facility:  The Center for Active Living is located in the back portion of this building and 
is the primary active use at this address at the time of writing. The Center for Active 
Living was formerly the Senior Center. The front portion of the building is mostly 
vacant, with the Police Department utilizing a minor portion of the space for equipment 
and bicycle storage for summer staff, and for storage for the Center for Active Living. 
There is also a Town emergency communications tower at the back of this property. 

Historical Use: There are some unique issues associated with this property which 
warrant a write-up of the history of municipal uses here in order to document 
institutional knowledge about key policy issues.  

This building was originally constructed in 1910 and 1911 as the York Beach Elementary 
School. An addition on the back of the original building was constructed in 1956. It 
remained in use as an elementary school through the 1976-1977 school year. 

The Town was looking to move the Police Department and its communications center 
out of Town Hall. At the 1979 Town Meeting, in Article 69, voters rejected a proposal to 
renovate the DPW Beach Garage at 14 Rogers Road to become the Town’s new police 
station. The Police Department with its communications center was moved to the front 
portion of the York Beach Elementary School building in 1981. It remained there until 
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moving to Hannaford Drive in 2017. In the 1981 Town Report, Administrative Assistant 
Donald Cole wrote: 

The year 1981 saw many changes for the Town of York. The old school in 
York Beach was renovated into new quarters for the Police and Senior 
Citizens, and the building was occupied in July. The Police Department 
and Communications Center obtained increased operating space in the 
front section of the complex while the Senior Citizens utilized the rear 
with a meeting room and dining facilities. This coming year, plans have 
been made to surface the parking area, and various groups have 
expressed interest in providing landscape. 

The location of the Police Station in York Beach was not random. In 1977 the York Beach 
Village Corporation was dissolved and became part of the Town of York. The Village 
Corporation had its own police department, and the law that repealed the Village 
Corporation (L.D. 1809) imposed requirements on the Town specific to a police station 
in York Beach. In Section 4 of the legislation, it is established that, “the Town of York 
shall maintain and provide sufficient equipment and a physical facility at York Beach to 
be used as a base for police operations.” At the time of the merger, the Police Station 
was located in two rooms at Town Hall and there was a small space dedicated to the 
Police Department within the York Beach Fire Station. Finding an appropriate space for 
the Department was therefore focused in York Beach to satisfy the statute. A copy of the 
law and a map of the Village Corporation area are both included at the end of this 
report. 

When the Police Department moved to its new facility on Hannaford Drive in 2017, it 
left the Village Corporation area. However, the Police Department still utilizes a portion 
of the former police station for its summer police officers and community service 
officers, primarily as a place to park and a building in which equipment and bicycles 
can be stored. Because of the statutory requirement, if this police use of the space is 
given up completed, either the law must be changed or another physical facility must 
be established within the confines of the former village corporation area. This could 
logically be accomplished at either the Long Sands Bathhouse or the York Beach Fire 
Station. 

It is worth noting that the new police station was not originally intended to be located 
at  the Hannaford Drive location, but instead was intended to be located on what is now 
Short Sands Road, just off Ridge Road, which would have satisfied the requirement to 
stay in the Beach.  

At the back of the property is a Town-owned emergency communications tower, with 
surplus space available for commercial lease by wireless communications companies. 
The tower was constructed by Verizon for the Town of York with a height of 140’ to 
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facilitate communications needs of the York Beach Fire Department. The Police 
Department and its dispatch center were still located on this lot when the tower was 
initially constructed. The deal made for tower construction was to have Verizon 
construct the tower at its own expense, and the Town agreed to rent space at the 100’ 
height to Verizon at half price until the cost was fully reimbursed. There is space 
available on this tower between the Verizon antennas and the emergency 
communications antennas which could be rented by other wireless communications 
carriers. 

 

Property Acquisition: This property was acquired by the Town in four steps. 

• The Town originally acquired land for the construction of the York Beach 
Elementary School in 1898. 

• The Town acquired land located immediately behind the school in 1930. This 
acquisition was approved at the Town Meeting of March 10, 1930, through 
passage of Article 54. Minutes of the meeting read, “Moved and seconded that 
$2,000 be raised to enlarge and grade the York Beach School lot. Motion carried.” 

• The York School District acquired the land behind the expanded parcel in 1956.  
• In 1980, five years prior to its dissolution, the York School District transferred 

the portion of land it owned to the Town of York. This transfer unified 
ownership by the Town. Because the back parcels have no road frontage, 
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance cause the three parcels to be consolidated 
into one single lot.  

 

Deed References: 

• Book 493, Page 65 (1898 deed) 
• Book 1291, Page 143 (1930 deed) 
• Book 1321, Page 185 (1956 deed) 
• Book 2664, Pages 167-168 (1980 deed) 
• Communications Tower Lease Agreement (copy attached) 
• Northern New England Telephone Operations LLC (copy attached) 
• Central Maine Power Company (copy attached) 

 

Deed Restrictions:  The lot deeds referenced above indicate no restrictions. 
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Survey and Monumentation: Associated with construction of the emergency 
communications tower, a boundary plan was prepared by Northeast Survey 
Consultants of Easthampton, Massachusetts. This boundary survey was certified by 
Daniel F. Stasz, PLS #2268, dated October 20, 2016. 

 

Relationship to Bond Funds:  There is one bond-funded project which impacts this 
property: 

• Voters approved $60,000 for re-paving of the parking lot at the Budget 
Referendum in May 2019 (see Article 61). This portion of the bond is scheduled 
to be paid off in August 2024. 

• The five year Capital Program has a placeholder for future renovation of this 
building and it is anticipated the payments for those renovations will be financed 
over 20 years. Design and planning funds were allocated in the FY21 operating 
budget. To be clear, voters have not approved the capital expenditure at the time 
of writing (January 2021).  

 

Land Use Permits & Approvals:  The building file for this property has extensive 
permitting information for the communications tower, and has various minor building 
and plumbing permits for maintenance and for minor renovations and expansions. 

 

Other Information:   

• MS4 Area. The property is not currently located within the census-designated 
urbanized area and is therefore not subject to Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) requirements of the Clean Water Act. However, the urbanized area 
boundary is the centerline of Main Street in front of this property so it seems 
likely that it will be added to the urbanized area in the future. 

• Access to 34 Main. The owners of the neighboring lot, Ginny and John Matthews, 
at 34 Main Street, have for some years gained vehicle access to their back yard 
through the driveway on the Town property. Such access requires a parking 
space to be blocked off for access. Upon inquiry with John by the Town Manager 
in November 2020, John explained this was a long-standing gentlemen’s 
agreement and that there is no easement or right-of-way. Being a municipal 
property, there can be no right of adverse possession. Physical access probably 
cuts across a corner of another lot at 1 Triple C Drive, owned by the Morans. As 
long as John and Ginny occupy the house at 34 Main this agreement will be 
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honored as long as it does not hamper use of the Town’s property, but there is no 
commitment beyond this. 

• What’s in a Name? There was some confusion about two entities that operated out 
of the Senior Center at 36 Main Street – the Town of York Senior Center and the 
York Senior Center Incorporated. The Town of York operated its Senior Center, 
which was a municipal facility with municipal staff and budget. There was a 
relationship of some sort with the independent, non-profit York Senior Center 
Incorporated. It appears that there was much overlap and confusion from the 
early years all the way up until there was a parting of ways a year or so ago. 
York Senior Center Incorporated is no longer affiliated with 36 Main Street and 
the Town re-named its facility as the Center for Active Living.  
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Property Deed 

 

Original Acquisition by Town of York - 1898 
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Property Deed 

 

Second Acquisition by Town of York - 1930 
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Property Deed 

 

Third Acquisition by Town of York School District - 1956 
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Property Deed 

 

Third Acquisition Transferred to Town of York - 1980 
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Boundary Survey 
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Communications Tower Lease Agreement (Verizon) 
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Northern New England Telephone Operations LLC Easement Deed 
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Central Maine Power Company Easement 
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State Law That Terminated the York Beach Village Corporation 
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Map of the York Beach Village Corporation 
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