
 

 

YORK BEACH FIRE STATION 
 

 

Property and Facilities Inventory 
This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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YORK BEACH FIRE STATION 
 

Location:  18 and 20 Railroad Ave. 

 

 

 

Facility:  On these two lots are located the York Beach Fire Station.  The lot at 18 
Railroad Ave is owned by the Town, and the lot at 20 Railroad Ave is owned by the 
York Beach Volunteer Fire Department.  

This is the second fire station in the Beach village area. The first fire station was located 
somewhere mid-block on Railroad Ave, probably around 10 Railroad Ave.  That earlier 
station burned on September 25, 1916 and was not replaced in that location. Instead, the 
new station was constructed on land donated by the York Harbor and Beach Railroad a 
few months later.  

Property Acquisition:  The Town of York acquired the original parcel, before it was 
divided into two lots, upon termination of the York Beach Village Corporation.  In 
Section 2 of the legislation that repealed the Village Corporation (L.D. 1809), it is 
established that ownership of all property of the Village Corporation was transferred to 
the Town as of October 15, 1977.   

As they exist today, these parcels includes both the York Beach Fire Station and the 
York Beach Ball Field. The current property configuration is a result of five actions 
between 1917 and 1979, listed here in chronological order: 
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• The original fire station lot (the northerly end of the current lot) was acquired by 
the York Beach Fire Association from the York Harbor and Beach Railroad 
Corporation on January 2, 1917. 

• This same lot was transferred to the York Beach Village Corporation on April 12, 
1921. 

• The ball field lot was acquired by the York Beach Village Corporation from the 
York County Trust Company on September 15, 1932. At a meeting on September 
12, 1932, by Warrant Article 9, the voters of the Village Corporation approved 
the purchase for $3,500, with payments spread over 9 years. The property as 
bounded by the 1932 deed appears to include much of Bay Street, all of Beach 
Ball Field Road, and all parking spaces around the ball field. This parcel directly 
abutted the original fire station lot. 

• All properties of the York Beach Village Corporation became properties of the 
Town of York as of October 15, 1977. At this time, the Town owned the entire 
area obtained through the 1917 and 1932 deeds. These are considered to have 
been merged because the merger would eliminate any setback or other non-
conformity of the then-existing fire station. 

• The property at 20 Railroad Ave was transferred from the Town to the York 
Beach Volunteer Fire Department on January 9, 1979. This is a rectangular parcel 
measuring 60 feet along Railroad Ave by 80 feet deep, and the deed is vague 
with regard to its exact location. It fronts on Railroad Ave and is the 
northwesterly corner of the ball field lot acquired in 1932. 
 
The sequence of events which culminated in this property transaction was 
unusual and warrants documentation. The deed on its face is vague, but the 
process documentation makes clear the location of the transfer. 

o The transfer occurred over a year after the dissolution of the York Beach 
Village Corporation, after the property was in the Town’s possession.  

o The standard process for a property to be sold by the Town begins with 
authorization by a Town vote. Between the dissolution of the Village 
Corporation and the time of this transfer, there were seven Town 
Meetings in York. There was no voter authorization for this transfer 
granted at any of these meetings. (Reference town meeting dates: August 13, 
1977; October 3, 1977; November 14, 1977; November 28, 1977; March 4, 1978; 
April 27, 1978; and November 21, 1978.) 

o Authorization for the transfer came from the legislation which dissolved 
the York Beach Village Corporation. The second paragraph of Section 5 of 
the legislation notes, “A certain portion of land has been given by the 
York Beach Village Corporation to the York Beach Fire Department. The 
Legislature intends that the town abide by any and all restrictions, 
covenants and conditions with respect to gifts, conveyances and other 
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transfers to the end that the Legislature’s intention be carried out that the 
Fire Department is to remain and continue as on the present basis.” 

o The legislation states the, “land has been given,” indicating a past action 
of the Village Corporation. A review of Village Corporation records 
showed two prior actions relating to this property: 

o At the Annual Meeting of the York Beach Village Corporation on 
March 20, 1973, voters approved Article 33 to expand the fire 
station lot and to restrict it for fire department use. A copy of the 
minutes is provided at the back of this report. This action indicates 
the Corporation officials were taking land from the ball field lot 
and were adding it to the fire station lot, and they were imposing a 
similar use restriction on the transferred portion to match the deed 
restrictions imposed by the railroad in 1917 – for fire department 
use only. Note this was a transfer from one lot to the other, not a 
transfer of ownership. 

o At a Special Corporation Meeting of the York Beach Village 
Corporation on October 5, 1977, voters authorized the Overseers to 
deed a parcel to the York Beach Volunteer Fire Department 
pursuant to the actions taken in 1973. Apparently, no action was 
taken following the 1973 vote. This authorization was different 
than the earlier approval in that it authorized a transfer, not from 
one lot to the other, but from the Village Corporation to the Fire 
Department. The meeting minutes also referenced a plan dating 
back to 1973, and copy of which has been located and is 
reproduced at the back of this report. The shape of the lot shown 
on that map is not the same as the shape of the parcel that was 
eventually transferred out. 

o Some years after the transfer of the lot to the Fire Department, the 
southerly wing of the fire station was constructed on that lot. 
These were larger bays capable of housing a modern ladder truck. 
It is unusual that matters such as minimum lot size, building 
setbacks, lot coverage and so forth do not appear to have been 
considered when the fire station was expanded. It appears to have 
been treated as part of the original fire station lot even though it 
was not. 

o To ensure the original fire station lot was not also transferred at 
some point to the Fire Department, the Tax Assessor reviewed at 
the Registry of Deeds and found no such transfer. In addition, 
there is no reference to any such transfer in the book, A History of 
the York Beach Fire Department: 1890 – 1990, by John D. Bardwell 
and Peter A. Moore (1990). 



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Beach Fire Station 
October 9, 2020 Page 4 
 

 

Deed References: 

• Book 719, Pages 220-222 – Fire Station Lot Acquisition in 1917 (Note there may also 
be a map recorded at that time but this has not been verified.) 

• Book 724, Page 30 – Fire Station Lot Transfer in 1921 
• Book 829, Page 236 – Ball Field Lot Acquisition in 1932 (NOTE: the copy in hand is 

unclear with regard to the Book number – the middle figure is obscured. Best guess is 
“2.”) 

• Book 3031, Page 187 – Transfer to York Beach Volunteer Fire Department in 1979. 

 

Deed Restrictions:  In 1916 the York Harbor and Beach Railroad Company gave the fire 
station lot to the York Beach Fire Association.  That deed contains the reversion clause 
stating the property reverts to the railroad in the event the property ceases to be used 
for a fire station.  This right was assumed by the Boston and Maine Railroad, then 
Guilford Rail System, and now Pan Am Railways. The Town reached out in March 2015 
to inquire about releasing this restriction, with an offer of $500 to release this restriction. 
The response was essentially that the Town should add a zero to even be considered. It 
is worth noting that the lot transferred to the Fire Department is also similarly 
restricted, but more by the stated intentions of the Village Corporation and the 
language of the merger legislation. 

 

Survey and Monumentation: There are two known surveys which show portions of this 
property: 

• G.L.Davis Associates survey entitled, “York Beach Village Corp to York Beach 
Fire Dept, York Beach Maine,” dated November 1973, certified by Grant L. Davis, 
surveyor. 

• Knight Hill Land Surveying Services, Inc. survey entitled, “Standard Boundary 
Survey for land owned by Ernest & Eleni Paras and land known as New Tax 
Map 140 Lot 231, Old Tax Map 27 Lot 10, located at 16 Railroad Avenue, York 
Beach Maine, York County,” dated April 2012, certified by Gordon D. Hislop, Jr., 
Maine PLS 2293 (Project # 1781PNTS). 

 

Facility Acquisition/Construction/Alteration: There are 5 primary actions relating the 
the current building: 
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• The original fire station construction dates to 1917. This is the central portion of 
the building that exists today, with two bays on the ground floor. 

• The northern addition to the building, with two bays on the ground floor and the 
Firemen’s Room and kitchen were added in 1965.  

• The hose drying tower was constructed in 1977. 
• The southern addition to the building, with two bays, was constructed on the lot 

of the York Beach Fire Department in 1987. 
• An array of solar panels and energy storage was completed in late 2014. Energy 

generated at this property first off-sets use on-site, and excess power returned to 
the grid is credited against the Town Hall electric bill. It is not clear if there are 
any on-going commitments or requirements that resulted from this project, 
funded primarily by Efficiency Maine and installed by Revision Energy. 

 

Relationship to Bond Funds: There are no open bond projects relating to this property, 
though two bond issues in recent years have affected the property: 

• 2010 Bond Issue. Sidewalk improvements in and adjacent to this property were 
impacted by a bonded project, now paid off, though the bond as a whole will 
remain open through 2031. See 2009 Budget Referendum, Article 51. 

• 2015 Bond Issue. The solar energy project on this facility was primarily funded 
with a grant, but a minor portion of the project cost (replacement of a 
transformer where the building ties into the power grid at the street) was paid by 
an alternate energy solutions bonded project, now paid off, though the bond as a 
whole will remain open through 2035. See 2015 Budget Referendum, Article 43. 

 

Land Use Permits & Approvals:  There have been various minor permits granted for 
work through the years. Most noteworthy are: 

• Interior improvements to the building, including insulation and a new central 
heating and air conditioning system were completed in 2015. 

• There was work on the floor just inside the front door in 2017 because there was 
some sagging. There is a crawl space under this portion of the building. There is 
an engineering report in the building file about this matter. This is noteworthy 
because it relates to a newly proposed capital project that will likely be 
considered by voters for inclusion in the FY22 Capital Budget. 
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Other Information: There are three matters here. 

• Solar Energy System. The towns of South Berwick, Eliot, Ogunquit, Kittery and 
York worked collaboratively on a series of energy-related project. In York, this 
was a solar installation at the York Beach Fire Station. Work on this was 
completed in September 2014.  

• Encroachment onto Paras property. The property survey for Paras by Gordon D. 
Hislop, Jr. referenced above indicates the corner of a “1 story wood building” 
encroaches onto the Paras’ property by 2.2’ +/-. 

• MS4 Area. The property is located within the census-designated urbanized area 
and is therefore subject to Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) 
requirements of the Clean Water Act. 
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Property Deed 

 

Parcel Acquisition from YHBRR - 1917 
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Property Deed 

 

Parcel Transfer to YBVC - 1921 
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Property Deed 

 

York Beach Ball Field Parcel Acquisition - 1932 
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Property Deed 

 

Parcel Division and Transfer to YBFD - 1979 
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State Law That Terminated the York Beach Village Corporation 

 



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Beach Fire Station 
October 9, 2020 Page 18 
 

 
  



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Beach Fire Station 
October 9, 2020 Page 19 
 

 
  



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Beach Fire Station 
October 9, 2020 Page 20 
 

 
  



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Beach Fire Station 
October 9, 2020 Page 21 
 

 
  



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Beach Fire Station 
October 9, 2020 Page 22 
 

 
  



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Beach Fire Station 
October 9, 2020 Page 23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Taken at the March 20, 1973 Annual Meeting 

of the 

York Beach Village Corporation 
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Minutes of the York Beach Village Corporation meetings are stored in the vault in the Town 
Clerk’s office at Town Hall. 
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Action Taken at the October 5, 1977 Special Corporation Meeting 

of the 

York Beach Village Corporation 
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Minutes of the York Beach Village Corporation meetings are stored in the vault in the Town 
Clerk’s office at Town Hall. 
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G.L.Davis Survey dated November 1973 

(In the possession of Civil Consultants, South Berwick, ME) 
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