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Property and Facilities Inventory 
This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY – 810 U.S. ROUTE ONE 
 

Location:  810 U.S. Route One.   

 

 

 

Facility:   

• On this lot at the time of acquisition were: 
o three garages; 
o a small salt shed; and 
o a fueling facility. 

• The State retained an inholding on this property.  There is an enclosure with a 
communications tower and associated equipment and this has been retained by 
the State, along with necessary utility and access easements (see pages 30-35). 

Property Acquisition:  Voters authorized this purchase at the May 20, 2017 Budget 
Referendum (see pages 12-13).  On March 6, 2018, the Town executed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the State for the eventual purchase of this property (see pages 
16-29).  The deed for Town acquisition of this property was executed on April 26, 2018 
(see pages 4-11).  This was the culmination of a process that began in mid-2015 and was 
first discussed by the Board of Selectmen in September 2015. 
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The State obtained an appraisal by the Maine Valuation Company, which was dated 
March 31, 2016. 

As part of its due diligence, the Town obtained Phase I and Phase II environmental 
assessments from SRW Environmental  Consulting LLC of Somersworth, NH.   The 
Phase I assessment reviewed the known property history, which had a number of 
underground storage tanks and a bridge maintenance facility during the State’s time of 
ownership.  This led to a recommendation for a Phase II assessment, with physical 
sampling to evaluate conditions more definitively.  The Phase II assessment indicated 
the outfall of one floor drain had minor contamination but that, overall, the site did not 
appear to have any major contamination or environmental problems.  

Deed References: 

• Book 17701, Pages 881 et seq 

Deed Restrictions:  There is a deed restriction on this parcel.  It is the State’s practice to 
offer surplus properties to the community in which they are located first before offering 
the property for general sale.  The initial offer is to sell at a reduced price with the 
stipulation that the property be used for government purposes.  In this case the State 
offered the lot to the Town for $625,000 with this deed restriction, or $1,000,000 with no 
restrictions. 

The deed restriction is a requirement that this property remain in governmental, non-
commercial use or the State will need to be paid the value of the land at the time this 
restriction is triggered minus the amount paid at the time of purchase. 

The State had earlier tried to sell an 8-acre portion of the property as a stand-alone lot, 
but no such sale occurred.  When it came time to dispose of this surplus facility, the 
State decided to sell the land as a single 40 acre parcel.  There are uncertified surveys 
which show the parcel divided into two lots, but that division was never executed.  The 
Board of Selectmen had originally expressed an interest in 32 of the 40 acres of land, and 
the York Water District had expressed an interest in the remaining 8 acres.  When it 
came time to decide how to pay for this acquisition, the Board of Selectmen and Budget 
Committee agreed that bond financing could be problematic if the Town purchased the 
entire parcel with the intention of selling a portion of the land during the term of the 
bond, whether to the Water District or any other party.  The two boards agreed that it 
would be better to utilize the Town’s fund balance to pay for the property.  The Board 
of Selectmen’s Fund Balance Policy calls for the Town to have monetary reserves within 
a certain range.  Spending $625,000 from fund balance kept the Town within this range, 
while spending $1M would not have.  These two factors led to the proposal to pay cash 
and accept the deed restrictions. 
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It is worth noting that the staff at Maine Department of Transportation read the deed 
restrictions as calling for this former state highway garage to remain in use for 
transportation and public works purposes, but this is not what the language of the deed 
restriction state.  The Town Attorney worked with the Department’s attorney to refine 
the actual deed restriction language and it is written in a broad manner.  Even with the 
executed language, there the State might challenge sale of a portion of the land to the 
York Water District, a quasi-municipal entity, as triggering the restriction. 

It is also worth noting the sale of a portion of the land may require the State to be paid 
the entire difference, not just the difference in value on that portion being sold.  This 
must be evaluated prior to any future sales or transfers. 

 

Survey and Monumentation:  The State provided un-certified surveys of the property.  
These have metes and bounds, and are labelled as modifications (in February 2018) of a 
July 1952 plan (see pages 14-15).  There is no indication of the existence of any physical 
monumentation. 

 

Facility Acquisition/Construction/Alteration:  The facilities at the time of writing (May 
7, 2019) existed at the time of purchase.  The Public Works Department has made 
upgrades to the buildings, converting to LED lighting and re-surfacing the floors of the 
upper two buildings. 

 

Relationship to Bond Funds:  No bond funds were used for purchase or improvement 
of this property. 

 

Land Use Permits & Approvals:  Not applicable as of the time of writing (May 7, 2019). 

 

Other Information: 

• On the day the property was acquired, the Town Manager wrote a memo to 
document pertinent facts and thoughts at that time.  It is essentially an informal 
version of this inventory document.  A scanned copy is included (see pages 36-
40). 
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Property Deed 
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Ballot Question 
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Un-Certified Property Survey 
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Memorandum of Understanding 

Town and State of Maine 
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State of Maine Interagency Agreement 

Tower Inholding 
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Memo About Town Acquisition 
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