YORK VILLAGE FIRE STATION

Property and Facilities Inventory

This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important
information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York. It is an
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to
ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time.
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YORK VILLAGE FIRE STATION

Location: 1 Firehouse Drive. Note: Firehouse Drive doesn’t physically exist. The
property fronts on York Street and is located between 257 and 279 York Street.

Facility: The York Village Fire Station is located on this lot.

Property Acquisition: The property is a combination of two lots, acquired at different
times.

The portion of the property fronting on York Street was acquired by the School District
Number One from Lucy Williams, with a deed dating to April 22, 1879. Authorization
for this acquisition has not, as yet, been identified. (It does not appear to be addressed
in the Town records of the Annual Town Meeting of March 24, 1879.)

The Village Grammar School was constructed on this property subsequent to the
property acquisition, and it remained in use as a public school until construction of the
original Village Elementary School on a different property (124 York Street). When no
longer needed as a school, the Town considered selling the property. At the Annual
Town Meeting on March 9, 1914, Article 25 was, “To see if the town will vote to sell the
building and lot now used by the Village grammar school.” The result of this vote was
defer action to the next Annual Town Meeting, and a committee was appointed to look
into options. The report was made to and approved by the Annual Town Meeting on
March 8, 1915, as Article 33. The report recommended retaining the property and
building for public use, and spending allocated $1,000 for renovations. The public uses
recommended in the report included:
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e on the second story, a public meeting hall with a capacity of 550 people - “an
ideal room for holding of Town Meetings and other public assemblages.”
e On the first story:
0 “in one half the space is abundant room for the housing of a much needed
Fire Apparatus - such as a Chemical Auto, Hose and Ladder Truck, and a
room of ample size for a Volunteer Fire Company to meet when deemed
advisable”
0 The remaining space, measuring 30 feet by 38 feet, could be used as a
“club room for the boys of the town,” or for other future Town office
needs.
¢ In the basement there was a space measuring 15 feet by 48 feet which could be
used for, “an urgently needed safe and sanitary lockup.” A jail cell.
e The report also mentioned the building is the “best available lot for a Public
Library building which is among the probabilities...”

The portion of the property behind the school lot was acquired by the Town of York
from George F. Austin, with a deed dating to July 20, 1929. Authorization for this
acquisition was approved at a Special Town Meeting of June 17, 1929, as Article 5. The
transaction was a land swap as opposed to an outright purchase. The Town obtained a
lot approximately 60 feet deep and 100 feet wide, obtained in exchange for,

a right of way, in common with the Town, over a strip of land eighteen
feet wide and approximately two hundred forty two feet long, lying on
the southeasterly side of the School House Lot or Fire House Lot, so
called, at York Village, adjoining land of the heirs of George W. Adams
and land of said G.F. Austin, and extending from the highway known as
York Street to said G.F. Austin’s “William’s Field” ...

This appears to be the origin of Williams Avenue.

Because the current Fire Station building stands on both the lot obtained in 1879 and the
lot obtained in 1929, these parcels have, by default, been consolidated and are now a
single lot.

There is also a parking easement onto the adjacent property at 257 York Street. See
“Other Information” later in this report for details. While not a part of this property,
this parking easement is intended to expand public parking in York Village, and access
to the yet-to-be-constructed parking spaces will be through the paved apron in front of
the York Village Fire Station.
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Deed References:

e Book 404, Page 271 (first property acquisition)
e Book 2172, Pages 622-624 (second property acquisition)
e Book 17797, Pages 661-663 (parking easement)

Deed Restrictions: no restrictions stated on the deed for either of the lots acquired.

Survey and Monumentation: There are two matters here:

o Fire station property. It is unclear whether or not the Town possesses a survey of
the property.

e Parking Easement. There is a certified survey of the parking easement by Altus
Engineering, though the recorded sketch plan is not certified.

Facility Acquisition/Construction/ Alteration: There are two primary actions relating to
the current facility.

e Original Construction. The retrofit school building was razed and the current
facility was constructed in 1978. The Report of the Administrative Assistant in
the 1978 Annual Report indicates the Town received an Economic Development
Administration grant in 1977 to fund the construction of a new fire station, with
construction occurring in 1978. The Annual Report the following year noted that
the building was, “finally nearing completion.”

e 2012/2013 Improvements. With funding from the 2012 Issue Bond, improvements
were made to the front bay, an enclosed back bay was added, and energy
improvements were made.

Relationship to Bond Funds: There is one open bond issue relating to this property.

e 2012 Issue Bond. This bond included a project costing $455,000 for building
improvements to the York Village Fire Station. Voters approved this capital
request on May 19, 2012, passing Article 41 (2,055 yes vs. 886 no). As of
September 2020, the remaining balance on this project is approximately $276,000.
This project, as well as the bond in its entirety, will be paid off in 2033.
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Land Use Permits & Approvals: It is unknown whether or not this property has ever
been reviewed by the Planning Board. There is nothing in the Code Enforcement
Department’s building file to indicate any approved site plan exists, or that the
Planning Board was required to review or sign off on any permitting.

In the building file there were three building permits, all appearing to relate to the 2012
Issue Bond:

e BP 2012-0507 - $94,000 for modification of front garage doors.

e BP 2012-0636 - $270,000 for construction of a 3-bay garage, bathroom and
bunkroom (there is an associated Plumbing Permit in the file for this project).

e BP 2013-0740 - $120,000 for energy upgrades.

These three permits total $484,000, more than the amount bonded. It is likely that the
cost estimates on the building permits were simply higher than the amounts actually
spent.

Other Information:

e Parking easement on adjacent property at 257 York Street. This easement allows
for Town construction and use of up to 10 parking spaces on the property
currently owned by York Hospital. This right was obtained from York Hospital
in exchange for Town abandonment of the final 200 feet of Williams Ave and
relinquishing that land to the Hospital. At the Special General Referendum of
May 19, 2018, voters approved this exchange (see Article One). The easement
was granted on June 25, 2018. The area of the easement extends northwest from
the Fire Station lot for a depth of 20 feet, and extends southwesterly from York
Street a distance of 130 feet. Access is only feasible from the Fire Station lot. As of
October 2020, no parking spaces have been constructed. There is a survey of the
easement area by Altus Engineering.
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Property Deed

Initial Acquisition
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Property Deed

Back Lot Acquisition
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AR v.f%unw' all gﬂgn by fhese iflresents,

o . That 1, George Framk Austin of Yozd, in the County of York &ma

Btxte of Maine

in consideration of g warranty deed uf even dste herewith, convey-
ing to me x right of wey, in common with The Iahabitants of the
town of York, over the southeasterly end of the *Fire-tiouse lot®,
sd-gnnnd, ‘gt York Hu:gu. in the T)>wn of York, in the County ox -
L2 ¥ York and State Mgine, mads, executed and delivered to me
by The. Inhabitants of the Town of York, in the County of york and.
State of Maine

the receipt wherec? 4 " do 'hereby mlmoniec’lge, do hereby give,
grant, bargain, sell and convep, unto the said ihe Inhabitsnte of the towa

of York, thelr successors devedonn avd asaigns forever,

a certain iot or parcel of land pgitusted in the t’c!n of York, in
the County of York snd Btate of Kaime, &t York Villsge, snd in the
rear of and adjoining to sadd "Fire-House Lot®, formerly known &s
the "School touse Lot"™, and bounded snd desoribed =s follows, to witnt

Beginning &t sn old stake in the ground, &t the northerly corner of
the paroel hereby conveyed, szid stake and cornexr belng thirty (3v)

feat southwesterly from the scuthwesterly corner of the "Fire-House® :

a8 it now stands; thenoe running south forty-four degrees and fift-

een minutes west, by other Iand of the grsntor, seventy-twe and five
tenths (73.5) feet to & hub; thence turning and running south forty- .

seven degrees and twenty-ssven mimutes east, by othex land of the
grantor, eighty-ons (B81) feet to & hubj thence turning snd running

north sixty-three degrees and foriy-five minutes sast, dy other land

of the grantor, fifty-eight and two-tenthe (58.3) feet to & Imn,
2aid hud being thirty-five and five-tenths (35.5) fast southerly
from the eoutheasterly ocormexr of said "Fire-House®, and seventeen
and two-tenths {(17,3) feet northwesterly from & uéle tree standing
southerly of said "Fire-House®; -'thenee turning smd running northe |
wegterly, by said *Fire-House Lot®, one burdved one and eix-tenths
(101‘.‘3) feat to the plsce e!_baé@nniug; the first three. courses
hereinsbove given being by the magnetic compass s of July <5, 183%.
the land hereby conveyed is. a part of the land which was conveyed
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v 2172 1623

%o me by George X. Williams, by warranty deed dated April 30, 1938
and recorded in York Ucunty Hegistry of Deeds, book 784, Page 370. ,
The present deed 1s being given in exchange for snotber,” &3 herein-
sbove set forth, in order to carry inte ;fzeot = y.otg passed by the
sajd The Inhabitants of the Yown of York, Usine, in thoi?- town uot: P
ing of Jume 17, 1939, under _nﬁeh ¥ of the Warrsat for said Q«f- ;
ing, as from the originxl recoxd ot,;gd Warrsut and of the dodngs
of ssid masting wilk appear. .
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i

Co 5301‘ dﬂd fo Edfd the aforegranted and bn.rgained. prenuu

with all the prlvuages a.nd appurtemoe- thereof, to the n.!.d . h
s

i %he Inhabitants of the lown of York, Maine, their sucoesors

sSeedmm and assigns, to their and their use and behoof forever.

‘ w.ccosser- ‘
§ JAnd 1 ao COVENANT with the said Grantés s, their , wisedwes

and assigns, tha.t Iem’ h.w!nlly nelsed in fes of the pvgemine-,

! that they are free of all tnounbranau.

N\

have good right to mell and convey the same to the said ™

!

: that
! Grantees to hold.as aforesaid; and that I and Xy heirs shall
i
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of all pu--m el it
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and will WARRANT AND DEFEND ihe same to the said Grantee s ;
, datchres and a.uigms forever, agalnat iha :I.svfnl oh.!.n- uui demands
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;
hon 2172 w624

a3 veconded Fv thr taigiaal

Tn Witness Whereof, the enid Ueorge Frank Austin, une
merried 2

et niagtn=thia=doad G tor. , and relinquishing and conveying
BY right by descent and all other rights in the above desoribed
Prmu“; have hereunto set  hand and seal this Zrontiidl
day of /L?\ in the year of our Lordfone thousand nine
hundred and twenty-nine.

Signed, Sealed and Delivered
in presence of

State of Maine, .
8, o
COUNYY: OF YORK ] =0
Personally appeared the above named Ueorge Frank

102 9 .

hustin

and acknowledged the above inptru-
ment to be bis free act and deed.

Before me. 7K, o, I/

Vork, e, k| sotexy PUbLIAGTy ) o 0
Received MAR 161977 ot (| Blom 02 : B

.
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Parking Easement
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DEBRA L. ANDERSON, REGISTER OF DEEDS

| I Ili II)" |I‘||| II S

Instr # 2018038150
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENT

09/10/2018 11:12:52 AM
Pages 3 YORK CO

THAT I, Ala Reid, as President of the York Hospital Board of Directors of York, County of York
and State of Maine, for consideration paid, hereby quitclaim to the Town of York, of York, Maine
with a mailing address of 186 York Street, York, Maine, 03909, an easement across property of
Grantor in the Town of York , County of York, State of Maine, said property more fully described
in deeds from Suzanne T. Jones to Grantor, dated November 17, 1997 and recorded at the York
County Registry of Deeds, Book 8525, Page 039, a portion of said property more fully described
in a deed from Debra J. Clark to Grantor, dated November 26, 1997, and recorded at the York
County Registry of Deeds, Book 8527, Page 068 and a portion of said property more fully
described in a deed from James S. Davis and Susan F. Davis to Grantor, dated December 1, 1997
and recorded at the York County Registry of Deeds, Book 8541, Page 083, as shown on a plan,
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A to be recorded herewith. This easement is
shown on Exhibit A as a créss hatched portion of the Grantor’s lot on Exhibit A and is limited to
the purpose of establishing up to 10 public parking spaces for passenger vehicles. Grantee shall
have the obligation to create and maintain the parking spaces and shall not interfere with the rights
established in a common driveway easement established in 1984 referenced on Exhibit A between
the Grantor and the owner of the adjacent northwesterly property, said adjacent parcel being further
identified as Assessor’s Parcel 50-27, 253 York Street. Grantor shall have no obligation to
maintain the easement area. Grantee may not assign or transfer the rights contained herein without

the written consent of the Grantor. This easement shall run with the land.
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Ad
WITNESS my hand and seal this & — day of the month ofﬁq W7 4‘7/‘ _,2018.

Ala Reid,
President, York Hospital Board of Directors

STATE OF MAINE
York, ss.

Then personally appeared the above-named Ala Reid, as President of the York Hospital
Board of Directors, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be her free act and deed.

Before me,

L Moee DL

KATHLEEN D'ABRE

My Cm cflldalne
Sslon
June 12 Jpaapires
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