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Property and Facilities Inventory 
This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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YORK VILLAGE FIRE STATION 
 

Location:  1 Firehouse Drive. Note: Firehouse Drive doesn’t physically exist. The 
property fronts on York Street and is located between 257 and 279 York Street.  

 

 

 

Facility:  The York Village Fire Station is located on this lot.   

Property Acquisition:  The property is a combination of two lots, acquired at different 
times.  

The portion of the property fronting on York Street was acquired by the School District 
Number One from Lucy Williams, with a deed dating to April 22, 1879. Authorization 
for this acquisition has not, as yet, been identified. (It does not appear to be addressed 
in the Town records of the Annual Town Meeting of March 24, 1879.)  

The Village Grammar School was constructed on this property subsequent to the 
property acquisition, and it remained in use as a public school until construction of the 
original Village Elementary School on a different property (124 York Street). When no 
longer needed as a school, the Town considered selling the property. At the Annual 
Town Meeting on March 9, 1914, Article 25 was, “To see if the town will vote to sell the 
building and lot now used by the Village grammar school.” The result of this vote was 
defer action to the next Annual Town Meeting, and a committee was appointed to look 
into options. The report was made to and approved by the Annual Town Meeting on 
March 8, 1915, as Article 33. The report recommended retaining the property and 
building for public use, and spending allocated $1,000 for renovations. The public uses 
recommended in the report included: 
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• on the second story, a public meeting hall with a capacity of 550 people – “an  
ideal room for holding of Town Meetings and other public assemblages.” 

• On the first story: 
o “in one half the space is abundant room for the housing of a much needed 

Fire Apparatus – such as a Chemical Auto, Hose and Ladder Truck, and a 
room of ample size for a Volunteer Fire Company to meet when deemed 
advisable” 

o The remaining space, measuring 30 feet by 38 feet, could be used as a 
“club room for the boys of the town,” or for other future Town office 
needs. 

• In the basement there was a space measuring 15 feet by 48 feet which could be 
used for, “an urgently needed safe and sanitary lockup.” A jail cell. 

• The report also mentioned the building is the “best available lot for a Public 
Library building which is among the probabilities…” 

The portion of the property behind the school lot was acquired by the Town of York 
from George F. Austin, with a deed dating to July 20, 1929. Authorization for this 
acquisition was approved at a Special Town Meeting of June 17, 1929, as Article 5. The 
transaction was a land swap as opposed to an outright purchase. The Town obtained a 
lot approximately 60 feet deep and 100 feet wide, obtained in exchange for, 
 

a right of way, in common with the Town, over a strip of land eighteen 
feet wide and approximately two hundred forty two feet long, lying on 
the southeasterly side of the School House Lot or Fire House Lot, so 
called, at York Village, adjoining land of the heirs of George W. Adams 
and land of said G.F. Austin, and extending from the highway known as 
York Street to said G.F. Austin’s “William’s Field”… 

This appears to be the origin of Williams Avenue. 

Because the current Fire Station building stands on both the lot obtained in 1879 and the 
lot obtained in 1929, these parcels have, by default, been consolidated and are now a 
single lot.  

There is also a parking easement onto the adjacent property at 257 York Street. See 
“Other Information” later in this report for details. While not a part of this property, 
this parking easement is intended to expand public parking in York Village, and access 
to the yet-to-be-constructed parking spaces will be through the paved apron in front of 
the York Village Fire Station. 

 

 



  
 

Town of York, Maine – Property & Facility Inventory – York Village Fire Station 
October 1, 2020 Page 3 
 

Deed References: 

• Book 404, Page 271 (first property acquisition) 
• Book 2172, Pages 622-624 (second property acquisition) 
• Book 17797, Pages 661-663 (parking easement) 

 

Deed Restrictions:  no restrictions stated on the deed for either of the lots acquired. 

 

Survey and Monumentation:  There are two matters here: 

• Fire station property. It is unclear whether or not the Town possesses a survey of 
the property. 

• Parking Easement. There is a certified survey of the parking easement by Altus 
Engineering, though the recorded sketch plan is not certified. 

 

Facility Acquisition/Construction/Alteration: There are two primary actions relating to 
the current facility. 

• Original Construction. The retrofit school building was razed and the current 
facility was constructed in 1978. The Report of the Administrative Assistant in 
the 1978 Annual Report indicates the Town received an Economic Development 
Administration grant in 1977 to fund the construction of a new fire station, with 
construction occurring in 1978. The Annual Report the following year noted that 
the building was, “finally nearing completion.”  

• 2012/2013 Improvements. With funding from the 2012 Issue Bond, improvements 
were made to the front bay, an enclosed back bay was added, and energy 
improvements were made. 

 

Relationship to Bond Funds: There is one open bond issue relating to this property. 

• 2012 Issue Bond. This bond included a project costing $455,000 for building 
improvements to the York Village Fire Station. Voters approved this capital 
request on May 19, 2012, passing Article 41 (2,055 yes vs. 886 no). As of 
September 2020, the remaining balance on this project is approximately $276,000. 
This project, as well as the bond in its entirety, will be paid off in 2033. 
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Land Use Permits & Approvals:  It is unknown whether or not this property has ever 
been reviewed by the Planning Board. There is nothing in the Code Enforcement 
Department’s building file to indicate any approved site plan exists, or that the 
Planning Board was required to review or sign off on any permitting. 

In the building file there were three building permits, all appearing to relate to the 2012 
Issue Bond: 

• BP 2012-0507 - $94,000 for modification of front garage doors. 
• BP 2012-0636 - $270,000 for construction of a 3-bay garage, bathroom and 

bunkroom (there is an associated Plumbing Permit in the file for this project). 
• BP 2013-0740 - $120,000 for energy upgrades. 

These three permits total $484,000, more than the amount bonded. It is likely that the 
cost estimates on the building permits were simply higher than the amounts actually 
spent.  

 

Other Information: 

• Parking easement on adjacent property at 257 York Street. This easement allows 
for Town construction and use of up to 10 parking spaces on the property 
currently owned by York Hospital. This right was obtained from York Hospital 
in exchange for Town abandonment of the final 200 feet of Williams Ave and 
relinquishing that land to the Hospital. At the Special General Referendum of 
May 19, 2018, voters approved this exchange (see Article One). The easement 
was granted on June 25, 2018. The area of the easement extends northwest from 
the Fire Station lot for a depth of 20 feet, and extends southwesterly from York 
Street a distance of 130 feet. Access is only feasible from the Fire Station lot. As of 
October 2020, no parking spaces have been constructed. There is a survey of the 
easement area by Altus Engineering. 
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Property Deed 

 

Back Lot Acquisition 
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